"Indeed," said Melibeus, "I understand it thus:
That just as they have done me an injury, so should
I do them another. For just as they have revenged
themselves upon me, and have thereby done me a
wrong, so shall I now take my revenge and do them
a wrong. And then shall I have cured one contrary
by another."
"Lo, lo," exclaimed Dame Prudence, "how easily
is every man inclined toward his own desire and to
the securing of his own pleasure! Surely the words
of the physicians should not have been interpreted
in this sense. For, indeed, wickedness is not the con-
trary of wickedness, nor is vengeance of vengeance,
nor wrong of wrong; but they are their likenesses.
And therefore one vengeance is not to be cured by
another vengeance, nor one wrong by another wrong;
but, rather, each of them fructifies and engenders
upon the other. But the words of the physicians
should be understood in this wise: good and evil
are opposites, and peace and war, revenge and for-
giveness, discord and concord, and many others. But,
certainly, wickedness shall be cured by goodness, dis-
cord by concord, war by peace, and so on of other
things. And with this Saint Paul the Apostle accords
in many places. Says he: 'See that none render evil
for evil unto any man; but ever follow that which
is good, both among yourselves, and to all men/ And
in many other places he admonishes to peace and
harmony.
"But now will I speak of the counselling that was
given by the lawyers and suchlike wise men, who
were all of one accord, as you heard: to the effect
that, above all else, you should be diligent in guard-
ing your person and in garrisoning and provisioning
your house. And they held, also, that in these mat-
ters you ought to act advisedly and after much de-
liberation. Sir, as to the first point, which touches
upon the safety o£ your person, you must understand
that he who is at war should meekly and devoutly
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